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ALIBI DEPYL: This 1ssue 1s a double feature, being the Sept. and Oct .
issues combined. The reason why 1is: upon returninz from the Chicon, we
found we would be ao late with a ropgular Sept. number, that the regular
Get. number would nave to follow on its dirty heels by a week or two ,
and that was too rmuch work for any weelt or two, 30, by an amazing con-
tortion, we have combined the two month's regular 1lssues into one, and
to give added attraction, div ¢ i: into two sections, wanting to pre -
Scnt the regular LeZ, and at the same time give & good coverage of the
ilcon.

Thias first section contains the retular LeZ; you'll find lots
of dope on the Chicon in section two. iieanwhile,” the Hovember isaue is
expected to presented as usual, ton pages-five cents, about t he first
of November. Your subscriptions and credits are being adjusted to take
cure of this double number, Ten cents is being lopped off each eredit ,
and as dated above, you are recelving two months' issues., Okay?

Lk ZOMusIE SCIENTIFIC CROSSWOKL PUZZLE DEPT: .
-Horizontal- %9

l: Sclentific California fan.

2: 3eientific Illinois fan.
-Vertical-

3: Seiuntifiec California fan.

li: Scientific California fan.

The answer 1s on page 125 -- if vou IIUST 1look |

HCA TO SQUANDER A NRICKEL DEPT: Coming up in two months 18 the Sccond
Anniversary of leZ. In December of thie year LeZ will have pesmked its
second year, and Eegan its third. Hopinz to bulldoze many of you out
of extra kopeca, we imriedlatly declare a speclal anniversary issue for
January 1941, and invite you to buy a Booster Ad in the issue, at five
centa a whack. #No Confederate coin or Canadian dimes accepted,

CLPT. OF QUESTIONS & aliSWEKRS: 3ez our dear suscriber Joe Gilbert: "What
the devll will happen to fandom when the older fans have to leave for
conscription? wWill LeZ be discontinued or something? This is poing to
be an important problem to a lot of us, " well Joe, e few uf us can
always get toguther and issue the "Camp Powowtam Fantasy Dugle" , pro-
viding the top sarge will excuse us from peeling pertaters.

GIVE THE MAN A CIGAR DEPT: Among s million others things, dear suscrib-
er Jack Jdiske once said Fantaatic adventures is about rcady to soap
it's skids end descond into oblivion. It now appears that siske apoke
true words. There's gonna be somc chest-thumning in Clevelandl

STORY=-KILLING DEPT: There 13 no truth to tho rumor thet Uiske 13 lmmun,

Ti-%- Tts & mile up to Denver; do vOu “hink vou'il make tho Srado} =é=+
-3ully




REPORTER GETS REPORTED ~~ Mhews! Foh

(Foroword: I am, like most Americansa, extremely secretive muout ny pub-
lic affairs, such: as wy connectiuvns 'witn a convention, as fur as thu

prasa ia concernedr“fence 1t wao with groat surprise 1 was rolled sut of
bed at an ocutrage>as hour 2ue woraing, avout a woek before the Chicen ,
to be greeted at the door by e pert youug thing. 3he wes (so I knew) a
feature-roporter on ocurlocal daily nugle -- ana she desired an inter =
viaw, with photographs. *who, me?¢ i said wich ry eyebrows. 1t, as I
nave just mentiored, surprisec me no ond --- I had cone nothing to pub-
licize uy connection with tho {onventlon except ta ssnd a two-page let-

ter and a copy of the nre-Unicon issue of “ant-sy Fictiopeser to tho
paper, rnence this public %nowlecge was nost conzlag,

Fellowing 1s a sonswhat filcticniued account of trat interviow ==---- I
don't tmegine kiss Fitzhenry {(the gal roportar) will objicat cut loud
After all, I said what I conld, aud thousht a 1los mcre, but then one
dosn't bare ona's irnermest thou<hts oo a strange yowag blonde on first
siht --- not with en e¢ye to the futurec, onc cesn'i. -ttt )

"Joo4a morning!" she =aid as shc stapped thru the door, giving the im-
pression that rising vbefore 10 Al was an everyday oczurance with her.
You're «r Tucker?

"Ji=huh! . . . somowhat cautiousl:,

"Fine. Tell me, what is this thing 'fundom’ 2"

Faast, wasn't she? In the house j2 seconda, und demanded the answer
to a question our best fan-mindg have spent fifteen wezry ycars wrang -
line over, without yet producing a comprehensive definitiont

"Now about our Convention---"

nares there . « » o "

"swhat cbout these scicnce~Tiction mazazines?' was her next. "I had
never noticcd them before!!

Hot only fast, ahc was inmmman} =xplain, to an "outsider’, o acienco
fietion mcgazine, just like TAT! ({ sound of sncpping fincers ))

"Hommrrs," I hroramd; "well ... lemmo sce. Thoy print storics. Yes !
Thats it--they print storiecs. Uhhnh -- i1ruginotove storics, like iolls X%
Vi.rno wrote.”

"4ll of thom?" (I had previousl; oxplained there werc 18 oxisting.)
"Woll, nao =--- wo hove one megazinc cnlled taph, Future that uh...ul
wall, thay print yains ty a rcuy named 2d HamiTten. And ummam -- thot s,
somc of ws, don't cxactly belicve him Uo bc a Verne, or a Wolls .... -
"Havo you cver written for those magazines?' (Torturerl Only last
month when 1 moved, L burned a stnclt of rojoction slips o high tho
2006 ncizhbors gruw alormed ond sent in a fire 2iermw.) “I svo they pey
gocd rrtcs: ono to four cents c wordi™

"Gnl (I sez to mysaelf), you've boon rcading your office ABC reports!
iouldn't Hornig, fonl ond somc of tho o%aeirs 1like to heor that!

"¥ow," sho now-ed, “ -whet 13 thia 'Lo Zombie! on your lottorhoad 9
Thet ncomo fascinatcs me!d

(I wish to hcll more of my roadorz shareéd her views'!, I thourht bit-
terly. 'fcacanntes ian't the word tho eritics uasocl!) ( next pego )

I hedged; "we're zonna hocve some  BIG




30 I dutifully explained fammags anu their functions in fandon. Nith
seeming delizht she poured over my bound volumes of aceways, -
Swuetness & Light, fol 13, #d nstroe, Stardust, The nEast, and et etc.,

examining the fan-artlst's work, recding bits here, pages there,mostly
reacder columms cnd contents pages. Sho waan't slow:

“hAlmost always the same set of ncmes appoear, everywhere.” {( I had
explained that fandom conalsted of an estimcted five hundred fans. )
#..ardly ¢ hundred of the rrand totcl. hy? “

I understanc people stop rinstein on tho street and inquire of him
the date the sun will explodo, killing thoem ell. And I'm far from being
a genius like oLinstein. « o« o &

*ilow about our bonvnntion---“ i hedred; "we'ro gonna have some BIG
natucs there . , .

"Alright. about the Convention. What is to take place there?”

“Ohinh, (she called my bluff -- now what?) we're gonna telk .....
and eat....and dance,...end uk, cat....und show n rovie....end things.”

“Oh yc2, that movie.” (I then skowod her a book of stills from it ,
ackermen's Chicon booklet) “who is tils ackerman? wiat is his connect-
fon with the hcodemy? hy doecs he use that form of s»nellina?"

"Aw,'I informed casually, "ackermun 13 a wost coast biz~ie. I don't
know his excct connection with the aAccdemy --- but I saw a pieture of
him once, guerding tho zolden Cscers ot tho weademy dinner! About the
method of spelling-- our -=r hKoenig wante the same answer you do. '

“sow much of an attendance do you oxpect at the Yonvention?!

(Think fest Tuckeor: would 'five thousand! b. to expensive? Yes, it
would; so0:) “Oh, cbout two hundred. “crhzpas more, perhapns leas,”

*I read ((ana hore she droaoed cnothor bomb)) this account in Time
of your vonvention last year.®

Yiouldn't-you-corc-for-n- cooling-lomonﬂdo?' I asked rccl fnst-like,
"Rather werm for this timo of yeur, isn't it? Do you think Hitler hes
a chaneco? 1 see the pecpors say rcin. <ocial scvcurity is n mreat thing
for thc workingmcn. bDousht your winter fur coat yot?*

3ho was interosted in the IFF and ita intormationcl naspeets --- in-
dcod, English ond vcnadian fens end fanmngs and pro mass connzod her
morc thin Gid our amoricon oac ivitics. whu mnd note of the rirench
fcn who esurvaved the cattle or Dunkirk.

«né finally she posad Sully :nd . beforo v fon ond nro mng collceet-
ion in av basement éen, idly thumbing thru a funmor, Sully told mo lot-
or it wi.s & cory of Swoctmess & Li ht. i wouldn't ‘mow. wes too btusy
cssuming the vpose =nd ¢X,reasicn o1 & typiesl fzn, ond trying to still
not look likc an idiot,

(Footnote: o'he news article written as a result of the interview, to-
gether witir a photograph, rated a headline four colurms long, and the
story itself occupled four quarter-colums. Fans wanting a copy of the
peper for thelr files should send five cents (coin) to: Circulation
vept., The Daily Pantagraph, Bloomington, I1llinols , and ask for a
copy of the (Saturday) aAugust 24, 15,0 edition. The story cpperrs on
page three. - eaitor )



CUR SEARCHLIGHT OQEPT s

dl’ ﬂla .
Poatcard from Joscph Dorn, 5.8. Pittaburg:

‘Coyar Bob {mcn without a brein) Tucker-- lcving heard that you're
atf publications cre the vory best availoble I was intriguod cnough to
wisto = ponny postcard. Flosse forward 211 stf-mags oditod by you.
sloping you ire sport unough to oblige, I om, the onc, tho only, the
origincl - Jos. Dorn."

{{ And rizht along with it, on another postcard in the same ink and
nen, come this onc from aatherine Boum, saac eity:))

"Dear Wit (ond I'm only helf rirsht) - Am thinking of suscribing to
somo good fen maga. Yours were hizhly recomiensd to me. So plense for-
word somc sample eoples of D'Journul Le Zombia, Va ty and all the
othara, (?.8.- I'm just another fomme In fhe atf Tic -liopofully.

Katherinu Lbaum.

Our answor to Jos. nathcrine caum Dorn was o corker, ond woulén't
bezr rcpeating hero. In short, we informed him th t we were just
vitty enough to bc collocting groecnbrcks oursalves, and if ho would
send us ¢ sample of every denominntion ho ccrried, wc would ~ladly send
him our fronmog « keenwhile, this ovil must bo atopped. Jack iWisko may
7ive cway all the coplos of this maz os he thinks best, but whon it
comes to Tucker giving thom acwey to somcthlng quostionable, like the
above, that s o monster on snother planet. How many other fomnng cdit-
ora bit on this Pittsburg laddic?

All fonm:.c editors would be botter off to form an allicneco :zeinst
ho profter cnd gimric-a-froc-copy-~nd-go-to=hull-rmuy, =nd sot ¢ rrte
nt which sample eupies mry be ottaincd. I1I'd cpprecicte ansers. - bt

o — -

"THEY NEVER COME BACK®" DEPT "o ™™

Yosteard from Bill Grovemon: "Funtascer has boun revived on ¢ nimco
I'vo boucht. 1 still want to cx8n~ngt, <nd will mil you the next iss-
uc out Scpt. 13t cnd cvery wonth tnercafter. In return sondé me el ,
plecnc’ =18 «aryland Ave., Hegnstead, How Yorl.

(( I'imo clone will tell if I hove place€ this in the wrong dopt ~-bt ))

Ditto from Blaihe R Dunmirc: "wo are cxpocting to publish a fenmeg
within the noxt throec monthe, and ca:mcstly dosire your undivided co-
apcrntion. Wo invite rny crticlcs or fon goaaip you might chooasa to
contribute, wuw hoame: Cosnic ﬂzgosy , pricc: . If you're interested
1ct us know." - 4ll; wvosShinzton avc., Cherleroi, Pcnnc.

{( tiocld on tc your h-ts boys, and suscriburs scrcu for your winter dons;
ths Fell upswing of ncw =nd rojuvenctcd fanmnzs has begun]l =bt

LcZ ACE RL:ORTER RLPORTS I

"Tucker ¢lectod Prosident of F A P s 1in closoly contestod bnllot- bot-
tle! Votinz wzs 13 Tucker to lﬁ Loundes; warnor, Jr.Vice President ;
Rothmcn becrct.ry-xrcnsurc, nna furduc for Official mditor. Vrito-ins
includcé ackermen & Tucker for V.P., soskowitz & wollhcim for Seoe-Tres,
nd il2dle for ctditor. Anendoa Lonstitution wis passed with only onc
o2posing votc. ' - lsJ



fv & FINAL CHICON CONFERENCE ---

No longer have Heinsberg and Horshek a reasonable excuae for coming
down to Lloomington -- the 7th ard rinel Lalcon Conference is a thing in
history, and the last 1940 Chica:-o Convention bu=iness has been discussed
end buried, officially. All there remalns now 1s to issue ¢t he next end
final issue of Fantasy Fictlope:r, siving a complete resume of the Con-
vent-on, and wind¥n3 up IF buslness; the ending being voted by the IFF
memoers at the Chicon.

Szturday, Sept. 21 there came to Dloomington: Reinsberg, sorshak ,
Tullis, and Finley :rom Chicazo, to mest with Tucker and Roberds for the
parpose of carrying on important conversations: at a midnirht session
.we coverat pretty throuzhly the conseription situation, and how Roberds
was golng to ~et by becaunse ho was colorblind. & But first we wort
dovyntown and stocked up on liquor --yeah, I know that aint science =
fiction-~ to last us the night. it didn't last. as ths nicht prorressed
tall stories camg about; Chlcon reminisecnces vore hauled forth. We re-
collectod dicner s dr nk imitatlons, Chuck wright's party and his sister,
Aainberg 8 faintling spell, end dorojo'a achool-zirlishness as she app-
eared in“onu photograph. Reinsabergs FAPA magazine was dashed off, with
much fucker therein. 3Somebody hauled forth one of aAckerman 8 puns and
attempted to pass it off as orizinal: “This is known as going &rourd to-
gther" a= the car (on our uptown trip) sw ung wildly.

Roberds gave rovie—s of his racy records witn bad harmony, Reinaberg
killed two bottles of rinpger ale, Tullis said “no thanks, I really ocan-
not stand another drink”, Korshak lookod bored and told over and over
arain how hr moved an uptown "N o Parking Here" sigm so wo could park
for a few minutes in en tnherwise forbidden zone. ¥e had the laugh on
him later =when we e¢xplcined the quiet man watching him wos s local cop
in plain clothes,

Juast what the Conference produced in a constructive way, no one c¢can
figure out, except stralchting out details of the forthcoming Fantaay-®
Fictlonegg. Otherwise, for the first time in montha ecare and comncen over
a convent.on waz forcotten, and e¢vzaryono had a rood time, except Tuck's
wife and youngster, both of whon were awekenod numcrous times by loud
and blatent disharmony in song &nd ergumoent. bLvoryone polished up and
sprunc th. ir lousy "tourist Gorman”, Roinsborg voiccd the notion to go
rcad somo Shakaespear, while Tucker recommended Thorne 3mithj anéd foll-
owad up with with 8 corkeri unzble to hold a cicnrctte, he suspcnded one
fronz atring attached to the ecilinz, and srabbed a puff on it cvery
time it swung by, pondwlum stylc. .eanwhile Xorshuk and Loboerds wuoroe
ouaily ensugod in discussing the descondants of iMary {(uoon of Scotsa, and
hor connections with William of Orango ~---altho just what nll this above
s1a8 to do with scionce-fiction we wero ncver oblo to figura out.

Somcont advoneccd the theory that rasputin, not ¥nrvi, waa ¢ louse,

- Ee ea 2w ms = - - -— o e e s . . -_ - . = - - aaam - = - - Lo

The night aftor the four roturnod to Chicaro, ioberds and I went on
a genuinc, honost-to-goodnces mhost hunt. For thu past throc yocrs, a
Yrhost" his beon "haunting” the ncighborhood around 922 . Livision st.
ond meny h:ve boen the police and citizen's attompts to lay him., They
rnover succcedod, ond ncither dié we, staying up till ne~rly sunrisc to
cateh him. Yhis posky ghost makos himsclf cnnoying by clinmbing thru
bascomont windows, wandering nround in onc's cullur, poepin; in bedroom
windows, and senerally seering the living doylights out of pooplo, who
21ways knowin~ he mny poo up, 3till ncver cxport him vhen he docs. ~bt



THE FAN MIRROR N

nt the Chicon, Lon wollheim displayed and sold copies of The P ta -
jragg, claiming it to be the now oldest fanmag in e xistence; the fanmeg
having =seen its first issue in day 193, and its latest is dated Aug.
1640, # # % % Llso, in one of their convention publications (The name
of it elud~s me) they announce that ivory Tower is no more, the lease
being given up.

In the last issuwe (Aug. 1940) of Looguﬂn Aﬁead Ssm lfcskowltz expressed
the optimistic opinion that poss*bly e Chaicon "was being held a little

early on the heels of the" dycon, “and anparently beinc mishandled, al-
tho L may ve wrong'. wWill 130-some conventionears please step forward
and tell the gentleman how wrong Le uas.

In Celifornia just recently a "little convention® came off; Doc Smith
and faemily from the Chicon hit —os Anseles late in September, and the

LA zroup anndunces record-shattering attendance. =« = # hiorojo and Hor-
nig ave left (seperately) town for vecations, [ presume. ... Hornig

for several months ang liorojo for six wegcks. % % % raul I'rechafer, now
back in Pasadens {(at the same o0lcd address) for the winter, never rot to
Bew York as plenned; illness in his family caiased him to turn bac: in
“hio. Your tough luck, -New York fans) 4 4 ¢ 4nd morojof having miss-
¢d a fenmag while at the¢ Chicon, ennounces thoe followinz: " Who sent me
a magazinc which would have arrived in LA about aug. 29th ? Don't all
spesk at oncel There was postere due on 1t ir the amount of 3¢ % es I
was out of town & did not caoll or send for it within thc 15 days pre =
scribed by law it was discared by the rost Of{ice iept. I want the mag
& uill pay for a sccond copy if it is poasible to dctermino whaleh it
was." --liorojo,

‘Lhe Fall =eoiling of the FAPA appeared s few wceks back, with only four
vacancies left. It ow has a new set of officcrs, £3 mentionod in FJ
ackterman's Dept. clsewhere in this issue. Those interestec in j01ning
should enquire of milton Rothmsn, 1730 “P* St.,i#W, shlngton D/C in
explanation to outsiders, the FAPA is an organization of fi’ty fans wvho
contribute to, and publish grotis, private FAPA fanmags; sc2id mapgs are
mailed froec to all mcmbors every quarter. vembership is fixed at fifty,
hence a waiting list is the usual sight, Probably the most prized fon-
mag in the FAPA moilings are lMr Swisher's Check-List, which li:=ts alphc-
betically the hugdrcds of fanmagﬂ that Heve been, anc arc being publish-
cd from 1950 to datc. nven “onnouncod” fanmags thet never apposred cre
duly rccorded in this Check-List

art uicnor now bus getting out Fanforc, the Stranzer Club {iBoston)
bull-sheoot. art's fon-poll is to be Tound on rnotnur parc in this ish.
The poll cof cuthors hns closed. In the futurc you cre to vote on fens
artists, cnd foanmags,

#igeins ond @ortin have stertod tho 1941 wonver Convention ball going.
They hive broken out with faney letterheoads, stickers-c nd membership
cords. To get the last two items, you send {ifty cents to Lew Hortin,
1258 Race 3t., Dcnver, Colorsdo and toll him you want to help with the
Lenver Convention., In return, you rcceive 2 membership in the newly-
formcd Colorado rentasy ,ocicty, the c¢iub formed to sponsor the Cohven-
tion (%he word "Denvention' has beun coined for briefneoss).

and hcere is a cor cction: somewhore in this issuo 13 o notice to the
cffcct that John :iillard of Jackson, iichigun hns an 3xl0 photo for scle

2 75¢. This is incorrect. .illord advises thot the 3x10 didn't turn out
woll but 211 his other convention photos earc os advartiscd.




Conductcec

ART  WIDNER'S "GALLUP" DEPT  at 2ox 122,

drycntville, iunsas,
The tuthor poll hea becn elosed, und here aro the fincl tobulctions
s to how fons rotu them: *

1. Compboll-Stuart(S0L) 11. 3urrouzhs (229) 21. Bond (97)

2. acinbrum(713) 12. oindcr (£20) 22. Loinster (85)
3. EL Smith(677) 13. CL koorc (193) 23. Van Vozt {R2)
.. De Camp(610) 1li. Stopledon(173) 2li. Simck (73)

5. 4G Walls(hl3) 15. -ubberd (151) Schachner: (73)
6. veck #1111 @son(405) 16. Coblentz (1)) 26. suttncr (711
7. crritt()00) 17. Stunrt (136) 27. Lol hey (65)
{'« Lovoeraft(331) 18. Ca Smith (113) 28. Hovurd (63)

¢, Zoine (265) 19, =cinlcin (10f}) 29. T Smith (59)
10. ncller (257) 20, Yerne (100Q) 30. Yellun (56)

The numbers in the brockets cre thu total vntoa thoat zuthor reecived,
A tot"l of 157 pirsons voted in this snthor pell, tie lorrust number
cver pollcd in a fan undortaking. author poll 13 now closcd,

In the prcscent und futurz, you crec to continue voting for the fuvor-
itc -~rtists, and your fovorito (or should 4 scy "best™?) fan mepgazinc,
Anc herc is = point: Wdicdner wonts the five best artists, in onch of the
following classcs: Covers; Intcrior. ; all-around. &nd you must nome fivg
to m-%Xo your totzl votec v.1i6! if you send in onl; onc or two nauce,your
vote cnnnot bec counted.

The asemo witn the funmagu.... Fou muat vote for ten .... the ton bust,
or your vota is not valid. lcanwnile, hore wre tho stondings to detes

artists
{cover) {intirior) {ell=-cround)
1. P2ul (216) 1. Finlay (242) 1. Finlecy (215)
2. homers (158) 2 & Pl SRS 2. Pou)  (199)
3, Finlc .y (1,0) 5o dcsso (117) 3. dogro (122)
1o HWcsso (109) lyo Bok (G3) i Eok (70)
5, Brown (31) 5. Lola (69) 5. “ rticr (65)
Fons i Fenmops
(85 hovo votcd) (22 havc voted)

1, Ackcrman (50%5) Sprecrrys  (155)

Q. Sykora (115) I'nptray MYews (66)
Forticr (106)

S. Sunzpota  (65)
lo. Swishcr (10L4)

0. Swoatnecas % Li:*ht

(1R

Now ity 2)zin to bc scen that votes on thesc last throc items foll
rrr short of the cuthor poll wihiich nettcd 157. Thercfore, itas up to you
Logn =gg CVOry onc of Jou roadinq this, to send widner o poste~rd teday
IEE your votcao. nftcr oll, Euc poor ~uy can't rocd vour mind, mch aa
hc 1ike too, for he has r hidden atrocalt of blrckmnil in him. Vota!

- -

1,
2. Tucker (1408 2. Stgrauat” (3ol
3. wowndeos (311) 3« Le ombic (95)
lie Worner (2383) 1« Snide (92)
5. Moskouwitz (258) 5. Comet (72)
6. Wollhuim {230) 6. Voice of Imome {71)
7. dricht (12G) z. Pluto (68)
¢
il

b AR S — e —

The 2nd anniversary issuc of icZ is comines up. “o n pooﬂ sucker and
send ug & nickel to mct vour name in print. (r?vcrtiq_np dopt. )



Joo Gilborts: The Dilizen In The Lower Depths G82)

{iy den would inspire a Futurian to s=ing revoluticnary songs in sheer
extasy. There ia nolkin; of the bloeted arist ocrat about it, nothing
reminiscent of capitzlist-snatihing-Urfeud-1rom-the-ncuths-of-widows-end-
orphans. It 13 severely --iarisec one wmignt aay exhiemely-- proletarian.
1t seems to say, “"Cowe, Ccmrades, let's have another chorus'of the Inser-
nationale!" .y far gst.vities= secis to have effected it hewever, It has
beon singing the Yecrnnocrat's marching song, cf late. it a fickle.

l.y den has been csllec everytiring from "The Black Hole of Columbia
to "That --ugzh!-- of Gilbert'a!’ For avhile L had a sinister warning
above the door, readin—:

£™ GILZERT 'S INCERNO f}
(;'hbandon Hope all Ye iho . Enter lerec <

I had to talze it down when a hard-looking sthcul shook a blackjack at me
in & suggeative sort of way, and sald that 1 couldn't have A [ANDon with-
out using union musiciens. ot that 4 have snything againat ghouls. Itve
had dates with somo very nice ghouls.

Py retrest consists of a swall room about Bft long, ty S5ft wide, on
the back porch of our houase. Thore arc teo sholves in it. One holds ny
commlcte collection of Doc Savage, the other all my stf, mags. Of course
the copy of Capt. Fuguye whizn 1 bouskt in my young innocerce, stinka
most marvelously, Cut what ths heck. I'm uscd to it; after 211 I write
fon articles, don't £ (( I wouldn't lmmow, Joc; ncver having road onec.))

-ocitor

Facing north-north-wost in onc corncr is a book cnse constructed by
my father. On 1t is tho minaturce radio I koep c¢ternally hot, and the in-
cviteble elter-cco of cvery fon: mino's a lHoyal portcblo, purchased on
the installment plan. Un the top snclf are thc two Ygarbeooks, my entirc
collection of fenmags, and several rocent letters 4 haven't answared
yet, or hcve just finished rcplying to.

dy the door is a box occupied moatly by my corrospondunce, a copy of
Fznfare thot rofuses to rumain on the shclf with other fonmags, ecarbon
smper anc carbon copics, odds «nd ends and rojecticr slips. another
J0x rc¢coivas wasto peper and spars. junk. Thore fs also n book of ahort
stories by uWells, a handbook.for .Jriters loaned by lictecn, two books
on graphology (( Hoy Jou --all that in thc trush box? -cditor)), and aas-
ortod books 2nd matgazincs on photozraphy, includinrg the onc in which
tho un-iisko-1sh 4r Tucker found = piecture of a young lady in a rencork-
.bly ungerbed state. (( ¢%0 ia roforrinn to the article on my den, sume
uonths ago. -cditor) . I hewven't rowd the =rticlcs in the mugazinec yot,
but finc th. picturcs aouitc interczting,

The fincl distingaishing fe ture of my don is o bleck plpe three in-
chos in diumcter, which runs up thr the ce.ling to the bathroom, and
serves as the ground for my radio. 03

Ly pet cmbition is to trap orrcst J ackermon, of whom you might hove
iicerd, in my don, indiceto my collcction of Dog =gvage with a noncha -
lrnt wove of the hand, and say, ”Appropriatz_aon't_you think, for o
collection of 2torics by Lustor Dant to bo in herc?®

if Lhe doan't shrick in horror cnd lurch out into the cold world, o
chonged man, then 1'11 send him a copy of HNow sondom and 30o¢ how ho
astanda yp under that. Lear, 4 rr, wo sadistsl

it's still a good plaee to sing rcvolutionary songs, tho.
—~ (IND)
&



INTO DARKEST ILLINOIS -—dalt Sullivan

After threatninz to visit Tucker tor over u« year, I finally sccomp -
lished my only immediate aim in 1ifo, About the 3rd of Juno I wrote that
I would visit him within a weok. About the 27th of the month I arrived
in Bloomington. It was the last stop in my fan vialts for about a ycur.
It was the culminatlion of a hectie month of travelling from Albuqueraus
to New York and back to Oklahoma during which + had attempted to sea
karconotte in Dayton, viaited Tom Jdardner in Columbus. In New York the
time was spent in visiting the Futurions, attendine the Queens social ,
munning around with Lou Kuslan and Sob 3tudley seoing nearly all the
pro editors and L.S. de Camp. ({ Seo curront issue of Spaceways)) ‘Thero
was nlso a look~in on a meeting of the lewark SFL. Tho next stop was
Lhicago, cltho 4 passed thru rt. Wayno too ecrly in the morning to daro
rouse Likty.

Upon arriving 1n the Windy City, I was mat by sorshak and Reinaberg
whno procecded to show me their city's wondera. the first place we went
was to tho offic:s of Sun Publications, where nothing whatsocver waos
happening; from there it was but a short cut to the Zif:-Davis offices
whoere I was introduced to Ray Palmer. In spito of the fact that I don't
think much of hils maganzines (I may be wrong -- not havine reed one in 6
montha), I agree with krle and iark that he 1s about the most friendly
and gonurous of all the pro editora. I left his offices with coples of
Amazinr and Fantastic, and an origin=l from "Black World". The next
point of intorest was the Hotel Chiccgzoan in which is tobe held this
years .Convention. (( Yeah -- I know t:ais 1is dated. -bt)) If anyone is
looking for o convention theme-song, I would like to suggest: "I Drempt
I Dwelt in icarble Halls". Nothing could bo more npproplate. To compare
it with the hall of the Nycon would bc like compering ruture Fiction
with astounding. That is, if you look ot those mogs the way I da, If tho
IFF didn't sell its soul {{ ha ha -- what soul? =-bt)) for that hall, it
got & hell of a good bargainl

Five a.m. the next day saw me unmercifully dregging khark from bed to
show me a atreet car to the bus station. The day reviocous + hcd dispat-
ched & tolegraem to Tucker: "Am Leaving Chicago (thank Codl) stop Will
errive in Bloomington about ten tomorrovw" . Upon descendins from the bus
next day I locgked about for something thut would bo a coupla fans. iy
raze finally settle” on two individunala, the queerest of the queor lot
hanginz about the station. One was o slim country hick puffing e ciger-
ette, the other o 1ittle more humcn loocking, tho a bit fattor than the
“irst, Muttoring a vile oath bencath my board, i gave mysclf over to my
fcte and iy hoats, anltho why I doserved such a fote I waa ncver able to
understand.

After the exchcnze of greetings we drove out of Bloomington and hoad-
«d for the open country. after vdmiring form houses scattered along the
road for many minutea, I suddenly roulized we were passing thru Tucker-
town, or, ns it is knoen to the few hard-hecded inhabitants, Downa, The
inhabitants must live on ¢ diet of sleeping pillsl it is ¢ wonder that
Roinsberg uga able to awzken 2 few of them with that notorious sprint
crounc¢ the town (which took two minutes and fortynine seconds flct, de-
spite a strong westerly wind). ‘ie drew up in front of the Tucker manse
where I wus Introduced to the wife and offspring; the rcst of the after-
noon was spent in just locfing. The poncce wes broken occasionally by
discussiona on 3tf and other things, including a heated debatc om the
femily to which o little buz belonged that happonod to wander nlong the
porch ralil. { noxt page )




Tucker insistec it wzs a coodlebu; or somothin-~, and lobirds was just
as nerrcistant thot it was ¢ box elder bu-, 4+t locked as if there mi~ht
te an interestin~ ficht fo1 z while, but such wes everted by the bug
in question falling off the sorch rall, thereby nroving itself o tua-
ble bun. -.boui thia timc all thinss wmere interrupted by the advent of
¢inaer, “::ich wus very -relcome, s -~ had bouen catching wy neels whon I
could, snd my cutecaine w'it was in ued condltion. 1 mi~hi add that s
Tueclier is o wonderial cook. it wos the best weul L hed had in « long
time.

atLer dinner we ascin retroated to the shiedy porel en¢ boforo
lon duclker discovercd + was studyin: to be an snthropolorist, wund 4n
the course of uy studius, du- up Geuc «neimms. {(( I possess an rmezing
oeord  =snid -ult- sixty two dead oncs und nury & live onc yct! -Lt))
+nls scemece to doliht him exceedla-ly. Lt secias tiwit his 1lilfclonz cm-
bition in to bo able to nieik cmont some dead persons rivs. +t& still
‘strikes nme os very funny. Jerheps it was tho way he said it cnd the
c¢inrcssion on his face thut cecompinicd it. ocforc lonm, 4 hod nron-
ised him v stull to sdorn his den, alonz sidc his plcturcs of nekiid
wirmacn, .oberds romerkod thit he knew of a eccuwetary nearby, ct wvhich I
susrcated we g0 thero and pick amonz = fow ribs to find ¢ skull Ifer
~ob. Tuck vcto'd this, o8 hu bclioved thet If a arivo wes ro~bed and
he (Tueker) turned up vith an cxsrs skull, pcoplo mizht loap to con-
clusions. 4nilo 10lding to tino ola adase that two skulls =re better
than onc, sob's cuse is somevhot an cxception; another skull knoeking
Lrouné voulc provida too much confusion dissstorous to fundom.

i.8 both Tucker cnd loberds hud to 50 into town to work ot sundown,
we 8tuopped out into the yard to snocp u fow picturce, the best of wisich
is cob picking cmong bully's ribs. # # % # Someplree in Bloominsten
Sully rot cwuy from us. 4 ter vislting tho postolfice to sce vhat now
prizcs Jvie rarley'’s lad hed devoouited in dox 200, we nroesoded to  the
Leting Theutre vhicre oob works oYX so induatriously =zt chansing a recl
cvory tuwenty minuteas.

Zoforv going to work Bob cscortod m¢ into the¢ thentro past a lcor -
ing doorman znd told mo to sce the nieturcs on the houso, for which I
am forcver thankful, To my utmost Joy, thot day wes playins two fast-
movins supcr=sp.ctocleys (znd L do mcan spectacles?!). I bolicve thet one
ves a ".aunfrow of the .ounted” or somc such thriller ({ richt-- ané the
other wes 2 Scotlond fard murder drama, salt. hemember me veting you
up to insorm you uwnother chap hod Just beon stabbed? -bt ) . To tghow
my cpprccittion L snored throuzhout the first showing., I loter lecrned
taet tvo or threo wurdors hod beon comultted acan hilo,

Tucker zoets poid in & saloon; for the ncxt doy was paydny and avout
n-on the vhole fzmily cuzme to town, vhercupon Wucker and Sull:s imacd-
ietly dashed for a bor, to rieclve tucir pry cheeks. (( Thnt s but onc
of our muny sccrcts walt. =~cny localites would 1iko to Ymow houconme v
met our sclorice from o jinjoint. -ht)) Jncountsble beers were verped
into thc fifth dimcasion. (. hese midrest drunks sro what gives fondonm
o bad nomcd). Camo twoe oclock, and while Tucker asein had to vork,
Sully ond + dashcd for the bus stotion where 1 doparted, never to ree-
turn to thot vile plueece of bug=coodlers oncd s'ull collouctors! SE

- —
Jys— — e ——— - — f— ———————

BIG HEAD DEPT: Sully Hoberds rccecntly received from Joe Gilbert a Zong

article dealing with the analyzation of his (Sullys) handwriting. 1re

rcport was oxtremely favorable indeed -- 30 favorable, in fact, thet af-
ter rocding it many times, Sully pulled that old ono: "I think I '11
try thet trick of walking on water!"




aoup to nuts -- nmost ol
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DAVE McILuaiN (=nglard): "S5 scconds ago I roccived (Juay) Lew, £RG tho
firut thing to citch my oyc was tho foto stuck on the front cover. On,
terrific! + intond to have it eopicd § plote ond enlorged to fotomurcl
9ize. 3 Lmithor you'lro standling on o cheir or you'ro a ton--footcr |
(( Leve, con't you zucas what I was standing on?)) You look 1like cn clon-

grted Ueo, Roft; nllrhtlv orientclish feoturos, if & mny scy Lo ==- or
h"vc all thcsc yeara of Pong plugging oroduced 2 drastic Sino-Jeopancse
r¢mocdolling of thine fouturcs? 4k Ly perticulir concception of thec
wes ¢ kiné of tubby indlvidual witih a perpotuclly bezming viscgo cnd an
air of iacplcss insonity. (Just as Sully tobirds anpcecrs in the phaetol )
Instend you turn out to bo a siniatcer dephistcphulocn spirit pocring
forth from the siidows of the locidl woodshed (or is it o J.C.?) (( tran-
slator's noto: in bnglhnd they call thom W.C.'s --- herc wo call them
Chic S5zle soccixla, or just ploin privrs)) . #s# 4And Korshzk 1s  the
verfect mad zclontist, cven to such dotcoils we the cnormous spaes ( or
20 they cppecr on this print) cnd the toothlesa mouth. ficinaberp I sce
h-s hia fcnga barcd 2nd 1s moticulously supporting the woodshed. E70n
80 the rcof tends to ecve in slizhtly ctovo tho door. s+ Whilo Sully
it ¢ither in hyateries or hasn't hrd his daily doso of llaclerns Powder,
({ *ronslator's note: in iaglend thcey czll it ifacterns Powder. Horc we
call it Epaom Silts. ) He mey be cosbled up with laughter, or thcn
~gein he moy be doublod up with acidosis « - - ,

JOE GILBERT: “Sohncrt end Debrueq withdrew from the Tennosswo Piction-
cers 1 st wock; cccordingly it hns cracked. So 8. D. znd Trimbseh thove
founded their own ore:nizection, ond this ono i3 asoing to accomplish
thinzs, First of thosc things is 2 Southorn fnrmcg. it will be contrib-
utcd to, cna publishcd oxclusively by, Southcrners. ##4# Incidontly,why
not spiko Ackerman's (milkshoko) with o dosc of strychnine at the Chi -
con? Then you could bo number onc fan, #d

ihLCOLN R.LISS: "Pardon the delny in nnsw cring this lettor (( o lutter
he owsd me ~bt)) , but I've baun protty londod down with work duc to the
feet thot this is the begzinning of ILLUSTRATLD FOOTUALL AIRUAL time. ¥
{({ <ow that wonldn't be an cdvertising plug, would it Lr Reiss? -bt ))
D.7. THOKPSON: " lIs the Chicon Progrum Booklot going to be aveilcoble

to 011 fans, or just thosc in cttondance? I would 1like to got ono, if
ita posasiblc.

{{ snd hero 1s & plug, purc and simple: 211 fans wantlng ¢ copy of the
Chicon Booklot sond " 10¢ to krlo worshak, 5555 Hydo Park dlvd., Chi-
camo, asiking for onc. Noturzlly thoe number of coplcs is limitcd. -bt);

JOL FaNN: ?inybody wenna buy o slishtly used Esperonto courseo, chenp?"

RQSS KUATZ: 43¢ {funtz end Brody) have indcxcd my whole stf colloetion
from 9?3 thru 1938 ... =znd arc thinking of mimoo'ing tho wholc thing

LEZ%: SEERIERS™ | [ cotreame eite == teem ]

and offcring it for scle....{ in a manncr asimilar to EARBOCOK ) ....
(we want to) conduct o prcliminury survey to soo If wo would mat onough
prospuctive customers to warrant (1ts) issuorneco... " - 2532 Burnsido

Avo., Los Angclcs, Cal, (( Funs dcesiring tho appecranea of such an in-
dex, ~s ar aid to thoir collection, should drop the boys n postenrd nnd
tip ther off that th.ir proapcetive m . zczinc 1is

vory imich zentedl -bt })

A sticiicr hurc, wmccns juat wheot 1t sayst--
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¥orojo whispers:- CHICONWIDEUTIALLY, I DARE NOT ToLL i

I dare not tell just how much tlwe CHICCN meent to me althougch I mey
say my investment was returnd with about 5007 dividends {21l in pleusuze
% enjoyment, of course). Meeting and becoming acouainted with Cenator
Pong alone was worth all the privations of the preceedinpg year. ({ Oh,
blush - blushl I simcéder to think of all the milkshekea ané@ cakos of
soap yon went without, for my sake! -pong ).

iy limited vocabulary cannot bozin to express my feelings ( I live by
my cmobions) but I shall do uy beat to let the readers {( six hundrsd of
'em Morojo --they're thicker then fleas, and atout as pesky. =bt); of
this itom who wero rot presznt at the Chicon in on something they should-
nt have misst. (( Let the editor mention rere that nost of the words in
this article are sic....the authoress doctored them. wowl)} Those who
were present vill tear me out, I%tn sure.

idere attendance at the Chicon coud not have netted everyone my first
plcasure in connexion therewith: the trip to Chizago with lLe % Popo. It
begsn wvith a sudden change of routing for Pogo % mc about 15 mins, bfor
train tym. #hen Pogo want to the window to buy a ticket Jyk myn for 3065
the agent informd her sho'd have to pay %80 for such a ticket & that Id
receive a bill for the difference between what I'd payd for myn & #80 .
Well, after cll, I wanted to cat % sloecp while In Chicago so 1 rondily
arreod Lo change «ltho ve had to give up returning thru Denver to asco
Jigeina. Luckily, the tickots wero not vory complicated so thuey wure
rcady in tyn to check our bags onto the train with us. Thia ecomploted ,
wa flew to the Chicago coach. amccompanyd by Pogo's chum Charlotta Malby,
% settled oursslvcs for the teke-off. 1t all seemd@ 1lyk a drecm, Coud it
bo true we wcre sctting out on a lont journoy? "Pinen mel" (( with plea-
surae, gcl, =tt)) I love to rice on a train. rogzo's oxcitemont ndded to
mvn. 4o was very calm but I noe ho was excited too. We waved farcwell
tc Charlottoc & the train crept out of the stotion.

1t woud tcke a book to cover thils trip in dotecil. Yle rote lottcers .
w0 slopt the slesp of threc exhaucted peraons wa were after the rush of
getting ready to leavc. #o awakend 1lu tho morning & went early to o
dolicious breckfast. We had two &ypriters with us so we wokt & rcrtod
as tno day passt. We visited Salt iakc City in the evening. ljo & I hed
a midnyt lunch at Green River, dyoming. do were up in tlme to soco Lor-
amie in the morning. Pogo and I jumpt off the troin & took picturcs in



{ ¥orojo - p2 )

Choyonneo. Wo had loft an cirmailetter in Sult Lake City for Joo Kucera
of Omcha 80 wo bounded ofi the frein at Omche and spent 30 or [j0 mina.
looking for Joec. Xisst him. Diascpoointment #1.

Pogo % I tryd to woko up Iin tym to sce tnu !lississippl Fridey morn -
ing. Wo 3aw something big tut i'm not suroc it was the Uigsiasaprd. {{ In-
vestigotion amengz rallrocd oflicinls by Le Zomoic roveals thot what »ruz
secn was Littic aickopoo crick. -cditor)l Torealtor, we crest % atc &
prcend oursclves for our arrival =2t the C&Ifd Conal St. stotion. Off tho
train % down the piatfoim lovxing everywhere for atfans! None in syt .
"o onc to grect uas: Disappoinumcnt 2.

But,oh! whot a thrill when they did shew up while ko was trying to
contact somoone by fone. & wnaot 2 chasoe down tho platform te catch them
bfore they hod ranm 1ts full length & wore themsolvos out! {(as if thoy
woro not already about to drop from fatiguct!) Three prominent world -
famous fons ({ whoa theore lorojo....thir 1a LuZ you're writing forl! -bt))
% mcmbers of the 1040 Convention comunitteo. serk Reinsberg, Lrle horshak
& Riciucrd dcyer, « Czlif-Idnho conventionever & prominent stfen  Poul
Frochafer mode up tho wolcoming comrnitioe. e f2lt doeply honord. {( Hon-
ored by thot mob? Sla, where = your scnso of valucs? «bt))

Aftor having clcimd our bagrago we were texied in Erle norshalk's cur
to & installd in the YNCA .otel where to our amoznment & delyt we learnd
Olon wWigelna % Lew .artin from Denver were registerd. The fates are lmal

Thereafter our hours % minutes were full to overfliowing. Lrle had the
car all day Friday & we darht atcut Chicago helping (actually getting in
the way) with convention businses. wo visited Ziff«Davis' & RuaP. we
madn arrangerents for a inovls projecter. We visited defunct Colossus
Comics. e went to the laboratory at 5156 Cambridge inve, the horme of RI
Koyore e went to the print shop where the Convertion Bonklet was in
orocess. ‘e went back to the laboratory where wo lost four ¢f our group.
Erlo's car was due down acuth at [:5C so lic dolivrered Poro to the Hotel
%X me to 3411 S lLichiman ave wh2re i hsd soro nerscnal busiress to att -
ende (( I looked up thet addreas bornjo -- wihat tusivess dad you hare in
a pretzl factory? -bt)) That tirishi by 5 olelock . rcturindé to the Het-
ol to bathc & dresa for wolcoming Sonator fong at 6:3%0. {{ ¥avbe I dlg
miss a few sights by not arriving soconcr =-=- or didn't you mean that
lgat statoment as it sounds? -bt)).

Pong arryvd &t 6:20 X% met us as we stept out of the eclevator on our
way to the bustation to mect him. fogo reocognized him instantly & almest
sangeld "ifucker!" . I'm surc - woud have rcocognized him too had I boen
tall onuf to scec above his chest without looking up!) it was too , too
thrilliag! {{Gee, orojo, I wish you hadn't mude that stateriont in pri-
nt...... have a snoaking feeling it 1s gZoing to roappear in woecnip' s
colurm! -~bt)L 4is first ploa was, "Don't 100! at me like that!" Dut how
cond we help it? Who woudnt look if heshe had & chance at Bob of Bloom-
ington?

“hat happend after that? I don't noe. It was a whirl of happy ovents
% lato hours. I shall try to recall a fcw of tho cvents, We vialtod the
Convention Hotel, tho Chicajzoan, on Convention business at which tym 1
anquired about ratcs, roglatration X mial & fournd o lctter thero fer ro.
I t511d in oy oroamise to fonc Trudy ({ denitin)) boccuse I was such o hick
I didn't noc 1 had to buy slugs in order to opcrate the public telofoincs
of Cnicago., I kept runnir; sround town trring to find a fone in which I
coud use a U.3. nickcl.



( Morojo - p3% )

We walted til 12 o'clock that nyt for Fred Shroyer & Ted Dikty to
arryv from Decatur, Ind. Their bus was several hours late. They came in
15 mins., after we had eiven them up to return to the ¥. Horning was un-
on us & tym to turn in for a little re¢st. Juat bfor we reacht the ¥ we
met Wizoins, iartin % two new arrivals, carl Singleton from MIT & art
nidner ~the roll- going out for a becr. Ryt thore Pogo % I lost the fel-
lowa. ihey joind the beer-drinkers % we didnt see some of them again til
the following evening at the Scilentificticn Parade.

Pozo & I were in tho zroup which met .1ilty (( Rothman)) at 7:30 noxt
morning. That was 3aturdny, the day we trenaferd from the Y to the Chi-
cazoan. after asid tranafer we went in tho Skylark of W00 WeO ({ an al~
le~ed automobile -eLitor)) to attend to nicking up the Convention Book-
let, While at the printer's we saw copys of Stardust which were just
being bound % trimd. Thonce wo returnd to tho Chicagoan to dross for the
presa &% await the arrival of "Doc" Suith. Sometym durin~t t he day Jer -
trude fuslan was eacorted to the new Hotel., Unfortunately, Pogo & I were
not informed about the tym & place of her arm'ival so were not present
when she was welcomed to Chicago. {( itom of interest: Trudy's welcoming
committee rcccived an air mail letier, informing the time of her arri-
val, just fifteen minutes bafcre ner train pulled in! -editor))

Pogo, Gertrudo % I had a room together which soon became scmi-offi -
cial convention headquartora. Fcne cslla % telegrams were reforrod to
ua & now arrivals & loeal visitors were parkod in our room while the
Hull dovmstairs was being decorated. Somo of those with coatumesa used
our room for dressing. Oh, what fun to watch fans lsboring with needle
% throad % what-havce-u 1! (( By any chaneco ilcrojo, are wyou picturing the
samo Jcene I am: Buck Rogora Speer perched on bed #3%, busily patching
his zun holster with spike-and-hemp? ~bt))

Someons kickt the 1yt plu; out of the socket & I wanderd around two
hrs trrving to find the trouble. I had begun to think I'd have to call on
the hotcl rfor help or wear my ¢lothes in wrinklaes when I discovored the
disconnexion. Then did + 50 to town! I prest costumes lyk a housoe afire
% had thom rcady in plenty of time for tho Parade.

After a delytful wolk wo returned to the lictel & went to bod fairly
eerly. No soonar had wo turnd out the lyts than the fone rang & - = =
dhct do you think? The New York Futurians (one cnrlocd of them) were in
the lobby. I drest & went down to seo them. How glad I was to bo thore
talking with thom when I lcarnd thcy slmoat didnt make it in, having
rolld thcir car over somcewhero along the route. ot that 1 woudnt havo
becn happy to see them anyway. This only mndo me thankful nono of them
hod been seriously injured % all who had atortod were prescent & snmiling.
*in2lly 1 bad: thom goodnyt as wec worc all seriously in necd of reposo
% rotvrnd to my little boddy.

The noxt day tho Convention proper bogan. Read all about it in lar-
ky's Midwest News & the Fantasy Fictioneur! If tho pre-convention days
coud tnrill me so that 1 Tind words inadoquate for cxprcasion U may be
cortain the Convontion, itsclf, % the following day were also inoxprosa-
cble. If you went to noc what o scionca flcecticn convention 13 iyk come
to tho DLNVENTIONI (( Dcnver, Colorzdo in 1951 | -editor)) Olon & Lew
#11]1 certzinly huavo a swell tym plana for all, but gcectting togethor with
our own kind for a few dnys once a ycar without plins of any sort woud
clonc¢ justify conventions from my point of viow! (( Amenl -editor))

- -
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(Foreword: In writing this report upon the Chicon 'j0 it shall have
been my 1intention to pre-ent as factual an account as possible. hile at
the Convention I tock coplous notes but events moved so fast that much
had to be entrusted to my memory. Therefore where there is any doubt in
my mind as to any incident or scene, + will express that dcubt by app =
ropriate words. in the matter of quotations 1 shall strive, vhere poas=-
ible, to retain the orizinal phrasing, but at any rate the quotations
the same asense. -tarr)

I arrived in Chicago early “aturdey morning and asbout ten oclock
dropped around to the Hotel “hica:;oan to see what wes goinz on. Nothing,
1l went back down to the lobby wondering whether the Chicago boyas had
forgotten to hold the Chicon, and there 4 mel Dikty, Wigeins, llartin ,
and Shroyer. 1 had only time to say a few words to them and then 1 was
off to the bus station to mect authors Kocklynne and Tanner who were
cominz :n from “incinnati.

The throo of us checked in at thn ventral Y.Ca and then rushed off to
the Field Xuseum of Natural riatory where wa spent tne afternoon seeing
just enouch to whet our desires to see the roest of that gigantic store-
house of knowledge. Around six oclock we went back to the Y and thero
mot Widner, Sinmgleton and someone else whoae idontity 4 can't be sure
of now. They were just startinz for the Hotel Chicegoan (hereafter torm-
sd HC) so wo all went together.

dorojo, Pogo and Gertrude Kuslan had talien a room at the HC and we
went up thore. A decision to have sunper was roached and six or
cight of us went out in onec party, {{ * rocall that meel Dale -- we wont
to a 'Harmony' heclp-yourself-joint, whoero + traded you somec crackers
for your co't:ties, and then stolc them back after T had consumed the cook-
168, “cmomber? -bt)) Afterwords woe roeturncd to thoe HC e&nd pethored euto-
grapha. At one time there werc 2 poople in udorojo's room.

Keinsberg camg in cs duck Hogers end aince the west-coasters had come
with masquorade outfits, wc picked up the fabulous EE Smith, Ph,D. and
walked to the offices of the “ 7o Trab  you err, Lalc. It was tho
:crald-Amur;g%Q officcs, -bt)) where we sho thom down for two photo =-
graphs, but thcy shot cnly the zroup in masquerade.

(({ And ot tihls point the oditor wisnos to unfold o sad taslo. Reins -
bers hasn't the hozrt to say it, so I will: the mnsquersders wcre becing
tshot'! for nothing. The picturc was novor intun od to be used, and the
photoer-phur didn't even bother to dovelop hia plates. iHe simpl¥ poppod
off a couple flash bulbs to xot rid of us. Fong plesse rcmembor this
when biying a newspapor in Chieongo in the future. -bt))

EE Smith wzas draessed in gray, tho shirt having the desinn of a com-
pass on tho brck with needlc pointing to the northwest. “lorthwest
Sindth”', ehcracter rfrom the CL sioore storics. He cerried a gun with two
silver buttons on the zide of tho butt. Pressing onc caused = strong
secm of lizht to flash from the bearrol.

“Tho otjer button,” EE remarkod, “works my desth ray. dut its dias -
connacted now,"

Ackorman was in futuristie cerb-- shorts, shirt and a yard-end-u-
half-long scarf {or ccpe) hanging down hiis buck. sorojo was similarly
¢lad with feminino differences cnd Pogo had on cn ankle-lennth plnk
skirt (%) coupled with onc of those abbreviated tops which show skin
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on both sides. Clarissa kacDougall Smith ('"dHdoney" -- EE's daughter) was
~erbed a8 Nurse .acvougall of the Gray Lensman stories.

Afterwards we peraded back to iIC, meeting on the way Emmonuel iang -
strom of Cicero, Ill. who stopped us on the street to tell us he "read
lam 211" and to see if we were the Sf-srs mesting at the Chiccroan. lie
asked to be 1introduced to Ackerman and I performed the functior. Funny
how wo &11 want to meet Lo and how we are nll :lad we did afterwards.
Eack to lorojo's room wherc we adjourned lnter.

Syndey: Tanner, Jocklynne and I sot back to tho HC cbout tenthirty.
around cleven they culled the first duy to order and people quit mill-
ing around the fonmags and convention booklcts to sit down, The rogis-
try for thet first dey totulled 160 zomo-odd names --thet right Bob?

(({ Ko chum, I'm sorry it isn't. A belated count and checit, made o few
deys azo, shows o 13%0-~0dd nimes, The complete register will bo piinted
in th: forthcoming issue of Fantaay Fict.oneer -bt) --- end elscwhero
i heve provided o (rartial) Tist of fons onc colebrities present. liot
1l of them of course. Sorry to leavo £ fow out.

Tucker opened thc session and thon handed the gavel to Heinsberg who
was supposod to mcke o speech. Keinoherg haodn't becn getting & rreat
deel of =21lcon cnd he promptly rmot sick, eclling on Korshalt to toke over,
norsheck dia an admirable job ~ltho he hod to cover up quickly a few
timos when he aaid something that had an unconsacious edge to it, He
read from the register the nnmos of thoso presont cnd as ench nome wes
e2lled that porson stooed up to lcet cveryone sco him or her. + micht say
hero thot pricticclly oll of amazings writers werc prosent, s was Smith
rnd Farley.

Iuring tho dey Furley muds a t2lk, Palmer said a few words end LE
Zmith gave & spouch on Fauntasy. farley hea a nice c¢lipped volco and
cmith'a orctory is exce¢llent. Smith lont his prestige to the stand that
sciecnce fiction is not esccpe literature. (( also present and sponking
weYu: noIslnger,_Utto sinder cnd uchwartz. -ecator) {( “ocleon Weinboum
wes prosont but did not spoak. =-cditor))

Sund~y nicht wzs the mcsquercde ond thoro were too few in costumo
“08ido those nlrccdy mentionced woro Cyril asornbluth as the inviaible
aan, aomeonc clso s Johnny  Beor, Widner-- with o pillow in his shirt
ctnd o bottlo 4n his hand --as Gilcs Habibula, and Lowndes ezme a3 a
strenge charceter, Judges Smith, Rocklynnoe and Tenncr rendored tho
dcacisions ond finc picccs of ertwork were oawardod the winners.

Afterword came tho suctlon and it moved forwsard into the woo hours
of tho morning, hirhecst prices bolng pnid for a Paul cover (35.10) and
nothor goins at ,4.80 . interior illustrantions went for cnywhero from
a dime to bectter then a deollar, including Cnrtiera, Boks znd Finlcys .
Finzlly a lot of 1llustrations worc given cwey, therc being moro thon
two for cvcry one thore.

gggggy: Perh ps th: most inturcsting d'y of all bcecusc of the dis-
cussions. With Rcinsberg 28 Chairman and Pong jotting down the rctions
we got undcr woy clmost immedintly with a confab over tho scene of the

191 convontion. H4iske ~roso to scy tn-t ho would try to hold it in
Clevcl-nd if no onc e¢lsc made n offcor. Tiacn there was quite a discuss-
ion over whether to hold onc next ycir or not,

fhis wos cocided as it should hove becn, in the affirmative; YE 3Smith
hed stood up ot the beginning of things to say ‘Do I quolify &s ¢ fan?"
Tnerc wee much applousc and when tho convuntion banquet w.s all over
lotor, 2ll of us knew that RE wes not only the author of storica weo
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likcd to rcad, but o man we loved to mootd

The issue was clouded for awhile as Lave ikyle --who perhaps did more
talking than anyone except fE-- rose to ask thot the '4j1 be held in NY
for a second time. OU»nposition arose because the Li group did not feel
that they could come eaat avery year and at the same time they did not
want to miss & convention. wignins had previously offered to hold the
'j1 in Denver, and the LaSFL endorsed this location. The discussion be-
came quite heated with many points coming up and finally a short rececss
was called, snd thereafter a vote gave 1941 to Denver by a large maj-
ority.

Someona th:n introduced a motion to bar th future issuance of any
sugbscription fanmaga. Lveryone was astonishod at this infringoment of
democratic fandom and kKyle cztood up to domand that the last word be
stricken from the motion. “his was ridiculous and made no sense, leaving
the motion to read "ber the further isauance of any subscription fan" .
nt this juncture ZE Smith left the Convention iall, not, he later said
because he was irritated or disgusted, but as a strategical move de =
3i-nod to helt eny further =11lincss,

4 i1ntoradauced a measure thanking motlion picture studios for their
fantasy oroductions and asking th2t they try for better storiesa in the
future. +his wes pagsed with an amendmnent a8 to menner of submission
and soon thercafter the afternoon session came to & closec.

Before the honor banquet started that ni~sht we milled around in the
convention hall. ZE was rolng west after the Chicon was over and with
i1lm were his cdauzhter Clarlssa, his wife, and a very nice ycang lady, a
non-fan named Mrs Jeanotteo May. The Smiths werc given the head of
thc table with some of the “hicagoans on their risht end one on their
left. Directly across the table seats were held for the Los angeles
croup. curing thc dinner and speaking, flash photos were taken ot fre-
quont intervels,

The dinner began with what someonc later teld me wos a cocktail. It
conaisted of different vaorities of chopped melon. I forgot whether wo
a¢ aoup. (eh Bob?) (( No zoop, chum. -bt)) <then ccme mcat and vog ¢ =
t:bles, nice moat, and followed by pilo. Coffeoe, of course, wont cround.
EE then mode the of terdinner speech and profeossod his belief thet such
tolks should not be on a serious subjoct ca laughter wes an ald to life.
iis tclk was of not long duration but thorouzhly cnjoyable.

653 werc in zttendance at the “anquet (my count, the only onc rcport-
ed. ~-LT) ({ *ou 2re correct. Of 63 tickets sold, 56 uscd them. =oditor))
and cach person stood up to toll how glad he was thut He attenred tho
Chicon and any other item he happenod to think of. The Banquet closed
with cveryone joining hunds sround tixc table cnd all singing " should
tuld ccqurintance be forzotten?” roeking buck anag forth as we did so.
it wos o nover-to-be-forgotton moment and it everyonc 's heort ached
like minc did as the Lihidlecon offieiilly came to a close, there was ono
helluva big p2in in t hat banquet rooml

Tue ¥y: ...was supnoscd to bc open houso cround “hicego. UYanner
heving gonc beck to Ulnclnnatl aft r the ~ancuet, Kocklynne and I woere
together most of the time, beolng sepcratcd for short times when irudy
Kuslsen was with him. Other times shc was with zerl Simgleton with whom
she was :muchly impressed. Lcrl is o hendsomu devil,

after coing thru £ grect 4 el of mixcd times of meeting, a good mony
of us mcnaged to gct to llorshcks houso which is prceticnlly across the
stroot from the Muaeum of Scicnce unG Industry, to vhich we 2ll went,
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Pong, Rocklymnec, itusloan and I being the last to crrive, Vlo n11 hand
dinnor nenar thc muscum and thcn went boek down town. Sevorol peoplc went
baclt home that cvening, while thosc of ua loft went to hiveraide Perk
fucsdey nisht. At troin time Frechafer doshod off to find Tullils cond
rogo who hsd wondered cway tomcther, whilo 1 went oftcr Rocklynnoe cna
auslan. Thc rost had left whon we got back to the gate end it wes a |
gro:t diseppointment to mo that 1 did not <ot to ses orojo and fofo
off. nowcvar I was consiatent for aonchow I hnd missed all tho group
scoinge-off of the corvontion.

uagegaduy: «esonornine found Bob Thoapton wondering around in the Y
lobby liko o lost buttoerfly, Frochofer wra leaving, ond lotor ocklynne,
mazlen, ackermen and 4 breakfasted togosther, Lt wea o rmch-cnjoyed mecd
boingt enriched by humor of a very punny uort. \We four skipped oveor to
thc postofficec buillding to sce Tullis --1 hnd loft my comers in his
e~r the prceccdiaz nisht-- and on the w.y buck dovmtoim ljo atoppod ot
a rccord shop to increzsc his stock of Bing -rosbys. tic said he thourht
thnt he hod them nearly cll but 2t & dime each ne bouzht another 33.80
worth.

Aand with only Hoc :lynne, fuslan, ackorman =nd Thompson romcining of
thc outside-“hicago nttendoos, 1 took my leave, thus closing this futile
~[fort to gr:.nt to othcrs tho same trznscondental feeling, tho humen
splendor of somcthing which none o us c¢en possibly forget. ON TO THE
"DNVENTION" |
(Part two of this artiele, cntitlcd “things 1 saw and hgard thero", is

coming up in next months issua, -ecitor, )

REPRINTS FROI: TLS:W{ZRE DiPT: (Chicon notcs that heve slrcrndy appenred
in othcr fonm=gs)

rrom Pluto, Sept. issuo: 'AMA2ING STORIES, 2iff-Lrvis, % RAP hrve
ccught nino kinds of hell on thcir policios in publishing thesc past
fcw yoors. It strikes us as beins on oddity, th t some of the fons who
hove reiscd the most stink on the subjcet, were cmong the most ornpgor to
obtain the pricoleoss Yaul origincls, which tho cbove mentionced wore so
srccious to furnish grotis, for the ~uction et tho....Chicon. "

(( Nothing 'odd' cbout thot fluto.....thats just typiezl of fandom. -bt))

from Yiltv's iag (FAP.) Fall iscue: “"Thc mareh thru Chiecgo. Reinsberg
st~.nds on top of & garbage box outside the hotel shouting things to the
public.....tha populace gzzos on with much ~miscment, ~nd 1 srdly sot

up my tripod in the middle of the pnvement, ~nd sct off my flnsh, "“This
{s not cn invasion from iors,” Reinsbers howls, "This is ¢ scicnee -
fiction conventionl" Jhereoupon I fold up und go buck into the hotel..."

(( iosn't it you, Hothmun, who sidled un to me ond hissed: “Look yon,
Tucker, and rceall thnt it was you who becwnilod loudest tho Timg write-
up of last year." ? Alea cné alock, Rothmen, Lt wos indecd I. =bt ))

- ——

ONASHING OF TE_TH DEPT: fTuesday cvening, vhilo on our wuny downtown from
Korshoks housc ‘to join tho gong downtown, rLrle cnd I wondorced thru thoe
bus st~ation cnd thoro found a disgustcd cnd ~rowling liiskc, onc loncly
1ittle illustr-tion clutchcd zrimiv in his forcpaws. "Lookl" hc snrrlced,
d:llsrs --- D.LLARS --- 1 bid for rcul pointings, ond somoonc clse got
theml I'm going home with this stinking little driwingl Gnatsil" =e two,
apptrcntly, wecre £icke ‘s sole send-off comiittco. -bt



S 1T WARM ENOUGH FOR you 2 . *

Foreword: Few pastimes asre as entertaining and lively as giving someone
the gentle joke known as “the hot foot". udr Cyril Xornbluth, the angel
from rrooklyn, has proven himsell a j>ast-naater et this fiery art , &s
witness his antica at the “aicon upoit the honest soles of sevorsl per-
sons trereof. The pluce: Conventlon Mall :n the Hotel Chicegoan ; the
time: ..onday evening, Septerber 2nd. Following is a somewhat condensed
record of r fornbluth s little time-killex: )

7:126pm - ornbluth aslides up from leeward ané applies the "hot foot" to

«arvis ianning. ianning is seen to leap sixteen r'eet in the
pir, crack his head on the ceiling (leaving a greasy spot thereon), re-
turn to the floor to land on his neck and back (losing an overstuffed
wallat in the transaction), crush to snlinters two chairs beneath him ,
and remark excitedly: “3ah Jove =-- how quaint!”

B:1l4om - uriggling 3lyly as a snake, Kornbluth approaches the unsuspect-

ing author, Charles R Yanner, and leerincly anplies the " hot
foot". Tanrer promntly cornletes three somersaults, knocking over the
speaiers rostrum, upsetting two pitchers of ice wator and twenty glass-
e3, strays s pipeful of hot ashes acroas the mig (t..ereby setting fire
to same), tripping a round dozen innocent bystanders in his path, =and
sorings up .te shout: "Eurekal What s sensational plot for my forth -
comins time-travelling tale}' Tanner thereupon pays Kornbluth the ctan-
dard pay of ten cents for aupplying idcas.

8:56om - The wily Kornbluth attempts to give Tucker the "hot foot® ;the
-wily Tucker wisely knows what foul jest 1s in the offing, and off-
sr8 to pay isornbluth thc sum of onec penny to forget the whole thing, in
rcgards to the person of Tucker. ifoermbluth agroecs, accepts the penny ,
and wricglcs away to vanish amidst & mob gathered about the fanmag tebdble.

9:03pm - A high-pitched sercuech is heard from the pack of fans zathered

gabout the fan.weg table, a figure soars into the air with sioc
suleos smoking, to execute a neat powerdive over the heads of mony ast-
cunded onlookers and lend in the innards of the piano; whercfrom iasucs
many discordant sounds and jumbled tunes as tho still-unkunown figure
cndeavors to smother tho flamo consuming hia .30le,

S3138hm - A most tarrifying howl of frustration and disgust 1s hecrd over

cnd above tho gonural hubbub of a fen gebfest. Tucker knowingly
cocks an ¢ye to find the unfortunate victim, It is nonc ocher thon Lorn-
bluth! amazed, hosta sorshak and s\winsborg desh over to tho prostrete
victim te find him rubbing his leathers cno giving vent to somo of the
mory vitrolic words in a mile-skinner's vocecbulary. Oadly enoush, no
otaor fen 18 ncar. In answor to excited queries, Kornbluth pauacs mo-
mentzrily from his angry amashing of choirs to jerk on accusing thumb
ovor his shoulfer.

Bochind him, grinning sardonically, roclincs "Oscar", the akelcton
from becker, ind,

A TAR T ST

CONVEATION P30TO DE:7: First word on Chicon photos hca just arrived.
John illard, 917 west Janson St., Jockson .ichisan announcesa that he
r2a a sot of ninotoen differnt pictures, plus ono 8x10 enlarpgemont, for
silc, Small pix (siza [x§) are 154 ecch, the big onc is 75¢ nlus stamp,
iheso plx wsre taken by flcshbulb, and include mnny nice intoriors.




